Diverse Indian population provides an excellent opportunity to study the prevalence and feature of hepatitis virus for understanding viral evaluation and viral pathogenesis. India is in intermediate zone of pathogenesis of hepatitis B (2-5%), and India is having around 40 million hepatitis B virus (HBV) carriers. A wide variation in prevalence of hepatitis B is observed from region to region and community to community. The prevalence of HBV is higher among tribal population, than nontribal.
INTRODUCTION
Diverse Indian population provides an excellent opportunity to study the prevalence and features of hepatitis viruses for understanding viral evolution and disease pathogenesis. Though India has diverse community group, there is paucity of studies at community level. It has been observed that among aborigine groups, hepatitis B virus (HBV) prevalence is much higher than other people. However, all the aborigine groups and ethnic group have not been evaluated extensively. In this mini-review, we would try to accumulate the available data in the literature. Prevalence study among the voluntary blood donors has also been included in our database. However, it reflects only a section of people.
HEPATITIS B IN COMMUNITY
Among the South-East Asian countries, India is in intermediate zone of prevalence (2 to 5%).
1 National Center for Disease Control (NCDC), India, reported a 3.7% point prevalence, i.e. over 40 million HBV carriers in India. 2 A wide variation in prevalence of hepatitis B is observed from region to region and community to community. Hepatitis B virus prevalence at community level in Tripura (North-East
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Pradeep Bhaumik region of India) is 3.6% (95% CI 3.14-4.06), West Bengal 2.97%, 3 Tamil Nadu 5.7% (95% CI 4.6-6.8), 4 Northern India 2.1%.
5
HEPATITIS B AMONG TRIBAL POPULATION
The prevalence rate of HBV is higher among tribal than nontribal population. In a meta-analysis by Batham et al reported that the prevalence of HBV in tribal and nontribal population is 15.9% (95% CI 11.4-20.4) and 2.4% (95% CI 2.2-2.7) respectively. 6 The prevalence of HBV differs in different tribal community in India.
HEPATITIS C IN INDIA
According to NCDC, the population prevalence of HCV infection in India is 1%. 2 In a community-based study, Chowdhury A from West Bengal reported 0.87% of HCV prevalence. 7 In Andhra Pradesh, 2.02% of HCV seroprevalence has been found in Lambada community.
8
PREVALENCE OF HEPATITIS B AND C AMONG BLOOD DONORS IN INDIA
Prevalence of hepatitis B and C among voluntary blood donors ( 
PREVALENCE OF HEPATITIS B AND C AMONG HEMODIALYSIS PATIENTS
It has been reported that hemodialysis increases the possibility of blood borne viral infection but the prevalence is variable from hemodialysis from center to center and also from region to region and country to country, and high-cost hemodialysis center vs low-cost hemodialysis center. It is not well understood whether this variability has got any relationship with the basic prevalence of the disease in the community. In most of the study, HBV infection among hemodialysis patients was between 4 and 11% and HCV infection was between 8 and 12%.
In India, reported study of HBV and HCV infection among hemodialysis patient is variable. In Tripura, it is found that the prevalence of hepatitis B and C among hemodialysis patients is 7.3 and 12.1% respectively, and 1.2% patients were coinfected with both viruses.
Reddy et al have reported that, among hemodialysis patients, 5.9% were HCV-positive while 1.4% patients had HBV infection and 3.7% had coinfection with HBV and HCV.
We have reported that among the patients of chronic kidney disease, renal transplant or hemodialysis, HBV, HCV and coinfection of both viruses were 7, 46, and 37.1% respectively. 9 
CONCLUSION
It has been observed that prevalence of HBV at community level in India is highly variable with a higher prevalence in Tribal population than nontribal population. Higher prevalence of HBV among tribal population is of paramount importance from public health point of view and early intervention by hepatitis B vaccination will reduce the disease burden among tribal population in India. But, in hemodialysis patients, prevalence of HBV and HCV is much higher than community level. In a community where HBV and HCV infection prevalence is higher needs adoption of mass hepatitis B vaccination and further precautionary measures to reduce mortality and morbidity among chronic kidney disease patients. Prevalence among blood donors can be a ready reference of community status and impact of preventive measures. 
